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The Task Force meeting included several
sessions, including informational updates
from the U.S. Geological Survey, National
Invasive Species Council, Aquatic Invasive
Species Commission, and the five standing
subcommittees of the ANS Task Force.
There were also informational presentations
and discussion focused on risk assessments
for water access points and the seaplane
pathway, Prussian carp research, marine
and island biosecurity, invasive species
nomenclature, the National Early Detection
Rapid Response Framework, and the
National eDNA Strategy.
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20a. How does the Committee accomplish its

purpose?

The Aquatic Nuisance Species (ANS) Task Force
is the only federally mandated intergovernmental



organization solely dedicated to preventing and
controlling ANS (also known as aquatic invasive
species, or AlS). The ANS Task Force strives to
create opportunities and synergies among
members and participants by sharing resources,
expertise, and ideas across agency and
organizational lines. Consistent with its authorizing
legislation (the Nonindigenous Aquatic Nuisance
Prevention and Control Act of 1990, or NANPCA) ,
the ANS Task Force Federal and ex-officio
members develop recommendations and products
(e.g., management plans, guidance documents,
outreach materials) to prevent and manage AIS
for use by Federal agencies with AIS
responsibilities. The ANS Task Force also
promotes its national public awareness campaigns
(Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers! and Habitattitude) and
assists in the development and implementation of
State or interstate ANS management plans (46
plans have been approved through FY 2023) and
species-specific management/control plans (10
have been approved through FY 2023). These
campaigns and plans are central to many Federal
government field activities. The ANS Task Force
works in conjunction with six regional ANS panels
and issue-specific committees to provide a
national and regional infrastructure, which
continuously coordinates on important ANS issues
at Federal, state, and local levels.

20b. How does the Committee balance its
membership?

The ANS Task Force continues to have a
balanced membership with 13 Federal members
and 13 ex-officio members (including current
vacancies) representing non-Federal entities.
Task Force membership reflects a spectrum of
interests impacted by or involved in responding to
AIS or affected by the NANCPA. These interests



include: fish, wildlife, and other natural resource
protection; management and development;
environmental protection; agriculture; aquaculture;
shipping; recreation; electric power; water supply;
Great Lakes and other regional interests.

20c. How frequent and relevant are the
Committee Meetings?

The ANS Task Force typically holds meetings two
times per year . Meeting agendas for the ANS
Task Force are constructed to address priority
and/or emerging issues with the intent of informing
the ANS Task Force members and allowing them
to determine if action is warranted. Consideration
is also given to recommendations from its
members, regional panels, invited guests, and the
public. ANS Task Force decisions are generally
reached by consensus and are made at the public
meetings, or, when necessary, through publicly
announced webinars. The January 2023 meeting
was the first in-person meeting held since the
COVID pandemic. Many are still choosing to
participate remotely, resulting in lower travel and
meeting costs than historically recorded for
in-person meetings. The July meeting was held
virtually, as an in-person meeting is scheduled for
later in the fall of 2023.

20d. Why can't the advice or information this
committee provides be obtained elsewhere?
AIS issues are significant in their breadth and
scope, as this area involves all taxa of life and
threatens natural ecosystems around the globe. A
variety of pathways are capable of transporting
species into new environments, including ballast
water and hulls of ships, materials associated with
organisms in trade, importation of fruits and
vegetables, and the international movement of
people. Furthermore, multiple efforts are



necessary to encompass the various components
of ANS management, including prevention,
monitoring, removal, restoration, research, and
education. Accordingly, management of AlIS must
occur at a variety of levels and resources must be
allocated in a manner that minimizes duplication of
efforts. A coordinated effort by all levels of
government that includes other
interested/impacted parties is essential. The ANS
Task Force provides a leadership, advisory, and
coordination mechanism at the Federal level,
gathering regional, State, Tribal, and local input
that assists in the effective implementation of the
NANPCA. The ANS Task Force is unique in that it
is the only legislatively mandated
intergovernmental organization solely dedicated to
preventing and controlling ANS.

20e. Why is it necessary to close and/or
partially closed committee meetings?
All meetings and webinars are open to the public.

21. Remarks

Federal members and ex-officio members of the
Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force who are
statutorily designated (the Great Lakes
Commission, the Lake Champlain Basin Program,
the Chesapeake Bay Program, and the San
Francisco Bay Estuary Program) do not have a
fixed term of service other than the dates of the
charter. Ex-officio members who are not statutorily
designated are appointed for 2-year terms. In
accordance with 16 U.S.C. 4721(b)(1) to (6) and
the ANS Task Force charter, each Federal agency
appoints its own representatives to the ANS Task
Force. The co-chairs (Fish and Wildlife Service
and National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration) may invite state agencies and
other governmental entities to recommend



individuals to serve as ex-officio members. Note:
In the section listing committee members, Federal
and ex-officio members who are statutorily
mandated (and thus have no fixed term of
appointment) have been given an "Appointment
End Date" that matches the "Expected Renewal
Date" for the charter. The appointment dates for
ex-officio members who hold 2-year terms initially
reflect their first term; once they go beyond their
first term, the appointment dates reflect their total
time as part of the ANS Task Force.
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Consistent with the requirements of the Nonindigenous Aquatic
Nuisance Prevention and Control Act of 1990 (NANCPA), the ANS
Task Force helps the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service)
support and fulfill its mission by focusing on AlS issues through



coordination with many other affected entities at the Federal,
regional, State, Tribal, and local levels. The ANS Task Force helps
the Service to develop, approve, and implement the overall AIS
Program as well as its projects and activities. The ANS Task Force
is a focal point for information about AIS activities to prevent their
introduction into and spread within North America, and efforts to
control them. It encourages and facilitates cooperative efforts to
address nationally significant ANS problems and concerns.

What are the most significant program outcomes associated
with this committee?
Checked if
Applies
Improvements to health or safety
Trust in government
Major policy changes
Advance in scientific research v
Effective grant making
Improved service delivery v
Increased customer satisfaction v
Implementation of laws or regulatory
requirements
Other

Outcome Comments

Under NANCPA, the ANS Task Force is the only multimember organization legislatively
mandated to coordinate AIS activities on a national scale. The ANSTF continues to
promote its national awareness campaigns, Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers! and Habitattitude. A
primary role of the ANSTF is to support the development and implementation of
State/interstate ANS management plans and 10 species management and control plans,
including the Zebra Quagga Action Plan for Western Waters.

What are the cost savings associated with this committee?
Checked if Applies

None

Unable to Determine v

Under $100,000

$100,000 - $500,000



$500,001 - $1,000,000
$1,000,001 - $5,000,000
$5,000,001 - $10,000,000
Over $10,000,000

Cost Savings Other

Cost Savings Comments

The coordinating mechanism provided by the ANS Task Force has helped avoid
duplicative efforts and their associated costs, as well as leverage available resources at
many levels (Federal, State, Tribal, and local). Estimating the avoided costs of
unperformed activities is not feasible.

What is the approximate Number of recommendations produced by this committee
for the life of the committee?
163

Number of Recommendations Comments

At the January 2023 meeting, there were four recommendations: 1. The ANS Task Force
recommended that the Prevention Subcommittee distribute the “Decontaminating
Firefighting Equipment to Reduce the Spread of Aquatic Invasive Species” to Task Force
members and regional panels and after assessing comments received, provide
recommendations regarding adoption of the protocol at the next ANSTF meeting. 2. The
ANS Task Force recommended that the Rapid Response Fund Working Group distribute
the “Model Process for a Rapid Response Fund” document to ANSTF members and
regional panels for comments and after assessing comments received, present a final
document for approval consideration at the next meeting. 3. The ANS Task Force
recommended that the Outreach Subcommittee consider options to develop a single
online national resource similar to “Protect the West” for communicating watercraft
inspection and decontamination requirements, procedures, and state program contacts. 4.
The ANS Task Force recommended the establishment of an ad-hoc subcommittee to
determine the financial impacts to state and territories from limitations on motorboat
registration fees as presented by the U.S. Coast Guard guidance letter. At the July 2023
meeting, there were four recommendations: 1) The ANS Task Force recommended the
document “Decontamination Firefighting Equipment to Reduce the Spread of AIS: How to
Guide” to be used as a national voluntary guidance document. 2) The ANS Task Force
recommended establishment of a working group to respond to the report requested by the
Don Young Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2022. 3) The ANS Task Force
recommended the National European Green Crab Management and Control Plan be
posted in the Federal Register for public comment. 4) The ANS Task Force recommended



approval of the Model Process for a Rapid Response Fund for Aquatic Invasive Species.

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or
will be Fully implemented by the agency?
97%

% of Recommendations Fully Implemented Comments

While not every operational aspect of the approved plans and protocols have been
implemented due to resource constraints, these are all ongoing activities that relate to the
plans’' implementation. Funding has been provided in FY 23 to support ANS Task
Force-approved state/interstate ANS Management Plans and to support select
ANSTF-approved species management and control plans. Subcommittees meet virtually
on a regular basis to implement annual work plans that advance the priority goals and
actions within the ANS Task Force Strategic Plan.

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or
will be Partially implemented by the agency?
3%

% of Recommendations Partially Implemented Comments

Development of the U.S. Coast Guard Report to Congress described under the Vessel
Incidental Discharge Act has been delayed until the the rule describing the new ballast
water standards is finalized.; an update was given at the January 2023 meeting. Some
efforts to address recommendations are in progress, but not yet completed, including
conversations with the watercraft industry to develop a communication strategy, collecting
information to enhance the experts database, and continuing conversations on how the
ANSTF can best assist with the financial impacts to state and territories from limitations
on motorboat registration fees as presented by the U.S. Coast Guard guidance letter.

Does the agency provide the committee with feedback regarding actions taken to
implement recommendations or advice offered?
Yes ¥ No Not Applicable

Agency Feedback Comments

Feedback is provided through the semi-annual ANSTF meetings (or webinars), as well as
via frequent telephone and email communications from the DFO to the members between
meetings. The DFO also maintains a committee website, listserve, and weekly
communications newsletter.



What other actions has the agency taken as a result of the committee's advice or
recommendation?
Checked if Applies
Reorganized Priorities v
Reallocated resources v
Issued new regulation
Proposed legislation
Approved grants or other payments e
Other

Action Comments

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has proposed legislation based on ANS Task Force
recommendations, and the Service's program priorities, resource allocations, grant
approval, and regulatory efforts have been directly influenced by the Task Force's
recommendations. Projects in the field are focused on implementing ANS Task Force
recommendations. In FY 2023, funding was provided to support implementation of 44
approved state/interstate ANS management plans.

Is the Committee engaged in the review of applications for grants?
No

Grant Review Comments
The committee does not review grant applications; however, recommendations from the
ANS Task Force are factored in during grant processes.

How is access provided to the information for the Committee's documentation?
Checked if Applies

Contact DFO v

Online Agency Web Site

Online Committee Web Site

Online GSA FACA Web Site

Publications

Other

SRR NEN

Access Comments
N/A



